Office hours for the week 30th March are as follows:
Tuesday and Friday 10.00am -12noon
Church Council Members: Lorna Kingston (Society Steward), Andrea Bryan (Circuit Steward), 

Donald Bateman (Society Treasurer), Robin Douglas (Property Steward), Penny Reeves (Manse Steward), 

Ronke Oyeyemi, Charles Payne, Philippa Granleese, Hope Makwe, Griff  Rollefson, Heidi Hogan, 

Jane Herbert (Minute Secretary)

There is a Pastoral Care team in this Church.   Please speak to your Pastoral Carer if you have any issues.
Church Prayer Chain.   

Please text 087 6104172 if you would like to join the church prayer chain group.  

And/or if you would like to place a prayer request at any time.
Methodist Church in Ireland – Cork

An Eaglais Mhódhach in Éirinn – Corcaigh

www.corkmethodistchurches.com
Minister: Rev. Andrew Robinson (021) 4292503
randrewrobinson@gmail.com
Retired Minister Assisting: Rev. Geraldine Gracie Tel (021) 4509574

gracieno1@hotmail.com
     Church Office – ardfallenoffice@gmail.com Tel. 087 1657207
Sunday 29th March 2020
To our brothers and sisters in Christ,

This is the first time I’m writing this without some form of worship gathering taking place in Wesley Chapel on a Sunday. COVID-19 ushered in a brave new world for all of us. Already, in the smallest of ways, we see new channels of life finding expression: WhatsApp groups for support and encouragement that didn’t exist before; the use of online conferencing facilities to establish Bible studies; Facebook livestreams, the list goes on. 

Churches, once slow in adopting tech advancement to vocalize the Good News, are now almost forced into doing it, to a measure of success.

I’ve heard people critique the term ‘social distancing’. They suggest it’s inappropriate for what we are called to. We are called to greater sociability, greater connectedness, but that it is physical distancing we’re called to practice for this moment in time. I agree with that.

How should we practise our faith in this season? How can we exude trust when things are so uncertain? A writer in the States recalls her pastor using a very particular illustration to share what simple trust looks like. She took a torch, dimmed the lights of the sanctuary, and shone the light on the ground. Then she took a step in the direction of where the light was. She then shone the light again, a few feet in front of her, saw that ground could be trusted, and stepped yet again. I think this is a marvellous illustration of simple faith and trust. 

We don’t have the full picture. We are aware now more than ever of our limitations, of all that we do not know. There is a collective uncertainty about what lies ahead and how this will unfold. What we do have in the darkness is a torch and an ability to take one step. We are not called to solve all the problems everywhere. We are not asked to worry about all the things arising out of the murky mist of the future. 

But we are given tasks for this day. We have things we need to do, and our conscience by God’s grace, calls us to connect with certain people. We have news to update ourselves on, and phones that, rightly, should be turned off so that we can pay attention to life as it unfolds immediately around us. We have immense depths within ourselves that we need to explore, just this day.

In other words, we shine the light one step ahead, ask God to help us navigate the way, and then we take the step. Over time we know that we will look back over all these steps that combine to form our journey. We will be amazed at what we did, or better, what God did with us. We know this because it has been the truth of faithful people the world over for aeons. Through good times and bad, the light of our lives’ torch will shine in this darkness, and the darkness will not overcome it.

Grace and Peace, Andrew.

What Cork, Youghal and Kinsale are offering:

Cork

We will upload a worship service on Sunday morning at 11.30am, our usual time. Our service will include readings, prayers, some worship, and a message.

We started a WhatsApp Prayer Group to encourage and share prayer concerns.

We update our webpage on a near-daily basis with resources, messages, sermons etc.

We invite each member of the church to spend a few minutes or moments in prayer at 2pm every day for COVID-related prayers and concerns. 

Kinsale

Kinsale started a WhatsApp group for the Kinsale worshipping community. 

Youghal

Ross will stream a sermon for Sunday morning from home at the same time as the usual worship service, 10am.

Youghal launched a webpage. You can find Youghal on Facebook for further information.

Youghal started an online Bible study.
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PLEASE NOTE THE NEW EMAIL ADDRESS FOR ARDFALLEN OFFICE

ardfallenoffice@gmail.com

The new VOX issue (April - June) will be very restricted in getting out due to churches no longer meeting and bookshops / cafés closed. So we are relying on the trusty postman and your help in getting this issue out.

We feel that this issue is very important and timely as we reflect on God being our refuge and sanctuary - a theme chosen before everything changed around us.

We are encouraging everyone to order their own copy of the magazine directly from us. (There is a cost of €3 which cover the P&P and payment fee only.) The place to do this is at www.vox.ie/issue46.
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